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Church of ^Madonna 
Fort Lee, Bergen County, Kew Jersey 

Owner:  Church of Madonna (^OVH«^ CoA-fol^c.) 

Date of Erection:  1830-35 

Architect: 

Builder:  Jacob Riley 

Present Condition:  Good 

Number of Stories:  One with "balcony and tower 

Materials of Construction: "Foundation - basalt stone 

Exterior walls - basalt stone 
trimmed with red sandstone 

Interior walls - plaster on 
brick 

Floor 8" pine planks 

Roof - pitch 

Historical Data: 

In 18S9 Jacob Riley purchased frora Nicholas J. 
Moore several hundred acres of land bordering on the 
Palisades,  The following year he started the erection 
of the Church of jfadonna completing it in 1835.  A f f^,i.a.\A\JlU.i.<X      k/UHUJ.1- L.XA.L& ew 
years later a parsonage was erected at the rear of the 
church. About 1840 Riley donated several acres of ground 
as a cemetery adjoining the church to the north* 
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The church remained in the hands of the Kiley 
family -until 1890. In that year, It became the property 
of the Church of the Madonna, In 1911 Leonia Vfest Slope 
Realty Company was the ovmer.  Joseph Cuminings purchased 
the church in 1931 and deeded it to the Church of ^Madonna 
which is listed as a corporation. 

The land upon which the church stands was part 
of one of the first grants "bordering on the Palisades. 
It was given to Samuel Moore by Major John Berry in 1726 
and remained in the Moore family about a century. 

The church is constructed of basalt stone 
gathered at the foot of the Palisades, It is built en- 
tirely of stone including the steeple. 
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